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UM FILM PRESENTATION EXPLORES AFRICAN-AMERICAN CONNECTIONS
MISSOULA—
A film presentation at The University of Montana will explore American ties with 
Africa through a scholarly detective story that reaches across centuries and an ocean to re­
connect residents of the two continents.
"The Language You Cry In" will be shown at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 7, in the 
University Center Theater. Admission to the 56-minute film is free and open to the public. 
The event concludes UM :s two-week Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration and kicks off the 
Multicultural Film Series.
The film will be introduced by adjunct instructor George Price, who teaches in UM’s 
African-American Studies Program.
"The Language You Cry In" presents a saga of African-Americans who have retained 
links with their past despite slavery, segregation and the passage of hundreds of years.
The story begins in the 1930s with the African-American Gullah people of coastal 
Georgia and South Carolina, when a song sung by a Gullah woman, Amelia Dawley, was 
recognized as a burial dirge in the Mende dialect of Sierra Leone, Africa. The regions and 
their residents were again connected in the 1980s, when an anthropologist proved that 




Then, through the song her mother sang, plus an uncanny set of circumstances and 
determined detective work, Amelia Dawley’s daughter and her family were reunited in 1997 
with the African family they hadn’t realized they had.
"The Language You Cry In" was called a "beautifully-crafted story" by Jo Radner, 
president of the American Folklore Society. "[It’s] an adventure of reunion and healing with 
bittersweet finale: the joy of knowing one's roots -  and the pain of understanding ancestral 
perseverance through suffering."
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